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WASHINGTON, March 13 — When
President Reagan and President Mit-
terrand ot France met the other dayin
the Whits House to discuss the probs
lems of Central America, they did sa
under a portrait of James Monros, the
tilth President of the United States.

One wonders what Monroe would - -

have thought of their conversation, He
might bave been consoled by the

thought that, while long dead, his
:spirit ingers on in the ysamings of -
. President Reagan. For like Monroe, -

; the presiding President of the United
.~ States shares his view that the Ameri-

1.cas must bs defended against alien -

i
i
!

conquest or doctrine, though Mr. Rea.
gando23not expreas it quiteso well, -
. When, in 1821, the Russians claimed
| soversignty over the northwest coast
. of North America, and the European’
, powers threatened two years later to
. interfere with the independencs of the
- Spanish colonies in this hemisphers,
Mouroe told them to get lost, only in
oreelegantlanguage. . - . :
. In his address to the Congreas
Dec. 2, 1323, Monroe said the people of
the United States *‘cherish sentiments
the mest friendly” toward the Euro-
pean nations, 2nd would certainly not
interfere in their internal affairs, but
headded: _ LS S
" *“It is only when our rights are in.
.. vaded, or seriously menaced, that we
resent injuries, or make preparation
. for our defense ... we owa it, there-
- fore, to candor; and’to the amicable

:'States and these powers, to declare
: that we should consider any.attempt
" on their part to extend their system to

geroustaourpeace and safety. .. .
. the differsncas between thenr and now

- are vast. Monroe had the words but he
.~ didn’t have the power to enforce them.

" President Reaganhas the power, buthe
" doesn’t have the support of the Ameri.

“canpeople, the Congress or the alliss in
the hemisphemlqr the Atlantic to useit,

. relations existing betweent the United-

-+ 1" threat in Nicara
., Mr. Reagan, of course, agrees, but -
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_Or the words to explain his dilerema:
So Mr. Reagan i3 caught in a web of

. contradictions, most of them imposed
on him by history, but some of hisown-
making, He has dramatized the con-
fiictin Central America asa challenge

of the Communist powers, originating

in the Soviet Union and implemented
by Cuba, to meet this challenge “at its
source.” ’ ’

. - PR P . - -
But also, faithful to the nation's

commitments to pan-American soli-’

"~ darity and the principle-of non-inter-

- vention, he has proclaimed that while
. thereisa major strategic threat to the-
" security of the United States now in -

- /Central America, he will not intervene
with American troops to deal with it,

50 now we have the Reagan version- .
-of the Monroe Doctrine, Thisisto deal ~

- with the menace by indirection and
:-* subversion. First, he wants to try to
-»,: convince the doubters in the Congress

7~ "and the alliance that there reallyis a .

: 7.+ serious military buildup and political *
any portion of this herzisphere, asdan..” Zua and Salvador, By

] secret intslligence
" evidence to foreign policy leaders o

g laimd 422

'

2 " phatically do not agree
u taryapproachtotheprodlem. ,.
>.’. They think, and Mr. Mitterrand
—. ‘came here to argue the point, that :

the antt-Communist forces in Central
Armerica, Eutalsoﬁ:‘aaenc.l..k. ApDIO-

_priations

and arming of anti-Communist merce-
naries — sort of an American Foreign
- Legion, such as was aporoved by
notable™

" President Kenredy ™ without
*_Success in the Bay of Pigs invasion of
T Mon¥oe would provably agree with °

4 Mr. Reagan's objective, but President

°.Mitterrand of France and President-
José Lépez Portillo of Mexico, em-
with his mili.

* thereis a better chance of trying fora
- political and diplomatic compromise,
: They believe that it is pessible to con-
. tain this crisis by talldng, howeaver
» indirectly, to Fidel Castroin Cuba, the
*_contending parties in El Salvador and-
" Nicaragua and the other states in the -
- hemisphere about collective security
. anda political settlement. - :
. 3. Mr. Mitterrand argued with Mr.
“Reagan, and insisted in a long news,
. conference here, that the West should
.. 'be concentrating on the causes of the -
turmoil in Central America and else.
- where — poverty and disease and so-
. cial injustice — rather than on the ef-
fectsot violenceand civilwar. - .
. He had come to talk, he said, about
the economic suramit meeting at Ver-
sailles in June and what the industrial
" nations should do about the misery of
- halfthe huraan race. Hehad talked to -
" Mr. Reagan, he said, aboyt Poland .
- - and interest rates, the control of nu- -
clearweapons and the divisions within :
thealliance, BRI
- ' Inshort, he understeed the anxiety °
. -in Washington, he said, about Nica- |

-+ both _parties,” ke has made some

- ragua‘and Salvador; but he was not -
able to agres with President Reagan
about them. There are more impor-
tant questions that should be at the

\

S

, he has —and will
- _protab}

et; — -Congressional a

" proval not only for moare arms to

Em? on this front but also placed
3 anne! of intesligence in jecpardy.
-Second, he has requested —and will__.

. -forefront of our minds. Monroe on the
wall, apparently, took no part in the :
discussion. - R |
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